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The Season of Advent, History & Meaning 

We shall be entering Advent season very soon. This is a season filled with many expectations for Christians as we think of 
how best we can anticipate the birth of Christ in our lives during Christmas. For some Christians who are unfamiliar with 
the liturgical year, there may be some confusion surrounding the meaning of the Advent season. Some people may know 
that the Advent season focuses on expectation and think that it serves as an anticipation of  the birth of Christ season 
leading up to Christmas. This is indeed part of the story, but there is more to Advent. 

The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word “Adventus”, meaning “coming,” which is a translation of the Greek 
word “Parousia”. During the 4th and 5th centuries in Spain and Gaul, scholars believed that Advent was a season of 
preparation for the baptism of new Christians at the January Feast of Epiphany, the celebration of God ’s Incarnation 
represented by the visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus (Mt. 2:1), Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist (Jn. 
1:29), as well as, Jesus’s first miracle at Cana (Jn. 2:1). Originally, there was a little connection between Advent and 
Christmas. During this season of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and fasting to prepare 
for this celebration. 
 
Roman Christians, however, by the 6th century tied Advent to the coming of Christ. This “coming” they had in mind was not 
Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his second coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It was not 
until the Middle Ages that the Advent season was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at Christmas. 
The season of Advent today, lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas and at that time the Christian liturgical year 
begins with the twelve-day celebrations of Christmastide, which lasts from Christmas Eve until Epiphany on January 6. 
Advent normally begins on Sunday that falls between November 27th and December 3rd each year.  

Advent symbolizes the present situation of the church in these “last days” (Acts 2:17, Heb. 1:2). Just as Israel in the Old 
Testament in exile waited in hope with prayerful expectation for the coming of the Messiah, so also the Church, God ’s 
people, wait for the return of Christ in glory to consummate his eternal kingdom. Israel looked back to God ’s past gracious 
actions on their behalf in leading them out of Egypt in the Exodus, and on this basis, they called for God once again to act 
for them. In the same way, the church, during Advent, looks back upon Christ ’s coming in celebration while at the same 
time looking forward in eager anticipation to the coming of Christ’s kingdom when he returns for his people. In this light, 
the Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” perfectly represents the church’s cry during the Advent season: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appears. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

While Israel would have sung the song in expectation of Christ’s first coming, the church now sings the song in 
commemoration of that first coming and in expectation of the second coming in the future. 

For us to balance the two elements of remembrance and anticipation, the first two Sundays in Advent up to December 16th 
look forward to Christ’s second coming, and the last two Sundays (December 17th – 24th) look backward to remember 
Christ’s first coming. Scripture readings during these four weeks, move from passages about Christ’s return in judgment to 
Old Testament passages about the expectation of the coming Messiah and then to New Testament passages about the 
announcements of Christ’s arrival by John the Baptist and the Angels. 

While it is difficult to keep in mind in the midst of holiday celebrations, shopping, lights and decorations, and joyful carols, 
Advent is intended to be a season of fasting, much like Lent, and there are a variety of ways that this time of mourning 
works itself out in the season. Reflecting on the violence and evil, pandemic and hate in our world and society today cause 
us to cry out to God to make things right—to put death’s dark shadows to flight. Our exile in the present makes us look 
forward to our future Exodus. And our own sinfulness and need for grace lead us to pray for the Holy Spirit to renew his 
work in conforming us into the image of Christ.                              



The Sacrament of Confirmation 

When we were baptized, we were reborn in the Holy Spirit. When we are confirmed in our Catholic faith, the grace 
we received at Baptism is made stronger. The gifts of the Holy Spirit grow greater in us, & we are given a special strength to 
spread & protect our Faith. The story of Pentecost in chapter 2 of Acts is the main biblical foundation of Confirmation. 

 
Since the month of August, 1974 young teens, IHM sophomores in high school have been on a Journey of Faith 

preparing their hearts & minds to fully receive the graces of the Sacrament of Confirmation. Hours of service to the 
Community, experiencing a Spirit Day Retreat together, choosing a Confirmation Saint Name, meeting with their 
Confirmation Sponsor, attending weekly Confirmation sessions including prayer, study & Scripture are but a few elements 
of their formation preparation sessions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.” These are the words spoken by the Bishop as he anoints each 

candidate with holy oil called chrism. This oil is a sign of consecration, or of being set apart or sealed as belonging to 
another. 

 
We as a faith community here at IHM are called to pray for our Sons & Daughters as they choose to become 

intentional disciples of the Lord Jesus. We pray that they be strengthened w ith the gifts of the Holy Spir it:  
wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, & fear of the Lord. We pray that each one will be clothed with 
the Armor of God & stand firm in their faith all the days of their life. We pray in thanksgiving for their open hearts to the 
love of God who created them in His Image & Likeness. 

 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated here at IHM on Thursday and Friday, November 5th and 6th at 

7pm. CONGRATULATIONS to our 74 “Soldiers of Christ.” 
 

(continued from front page) 

 

The catechism of the Church describes beautifully the spirituality of Advent and reminds us that celebrating the liturgy of 
Advent each year “makes present the ancient expectation of the Messiah” (CCC 524) because sharing in the long 
preparation for the first coming of the Savior, we the faithful also renew our “ardent desire for his second coming” (CCC 
524). And by “celebrating the precursor’s birth and martyrdom, the Church unites herself to his desire: ‘He must increase, 
but I must decrease.’” (CCC 524; Jn. 3:30) 

Let us all take advantage of this awe filled season seriously by preparing well and deepen our 
relationship with the coming Messiah we expect in Christmas time. 

My best wishes to you all.  Have a fruitful Advent Season. 

Msgr. Dominic Fosu 



 
 
 
 

 
Sara Auciello became our new Youth Minister on August 
10th after our former Youth Minister, Brad Whittle, who 
replaced Karen Gutzeit in the position in March of 2020, 
answered the call he heard from God to pursue the 
priesthood. Please keep him in your prayers as he discerns 
his vocation at seminary, and pray for Sara as she adapts to 
her new position!  
 
Despite the challenges of Covid-19, High-School Youth 
Group, formerly known as Life-Teen started meeting in 
person outdoors on September 6th and has been meeting 
on Sundays from 1:30-2:30pm. The group is using the 
precautions of masks, social distancing, and sanitizing 
everything we use to keep our teens and volunteers safe. 

We have begun the year as a small group but we have been slowly expanding as 
the school year continues! If you have a high-school teen interested in attending 
tell them to stop by on a Sunday at 1:30 anytime! We would love to have them! 
 
 We are hoping to incorporate monthly service outreach events with our middle-
school and high-school youth this year however we can. September’s service 
outreach event was our Card Making Party on September 27th. The goal of this 
event was to reach out to isolated individuals during this uncertain time, by 
sending them cards with messages of encouragement. Our middle-schoolers and 
high-schoolers made cards for those at Dominion Nursing Home, The Inmates at 
the Ohio Women’s Correctional Facility, and Active Duty Military a part of the 
Heartillery Project.  We hope to assist the Knights of Columbus with their Coat 
Drive on October 17th from 10am-2pm. Email Sara at sauciello@ihm-ky.org if you 
have a teen who would like to help! 
 
Our middle-school EDGE Program began on September 28th and has begun by 
meeting outdoors in the parking lot near the playground. Students in grades 6th-
8th of all school backgrounds are invited to evenings of fun, faith, and pizza and 
ice cream just send your child with $3. This year we are talking about the 
sacraments and we are pleased to welcome some special guests of several different 
vocations to discuss their discernment process with our students on October 12th, 
one of which is Mother Seraphina from the Franciscan Daughters of Mary FDM. 
Sara is thankful for the wonderful high-school and college youth who have 
contacted her about being youth and adult Leaders for EDGE on Monday 
evenings twice a month.! If you are interested in serving on the EDGE Core Team, 
please feel free to contact Sara Auciello at sauciello@ihm-ky.org.  
 
On September 25th we had our very first Sports and Adoration Event! Both 
middle-school and high-school students are invited to join us on Friday evenings 
twice a month to play sports and end the evening with eucharistic adoration. This 
month we played soccer, but we plan to change up the sport from meeting to 
meeting so stay tuned and keep an eye on the Youth Ministry bulletin board in the 
back of church for details on places and dates! Our October Sports and Adoration 
events will be on October 16th and October 30th from 6:00pm-8:30pm. 
 
We are looking forward to our Cookies With Santa Event on December 5th, Our 
Theology of the Body day retreats in the Spring for our 8th grade students on 
January 16th and March 13th, as well as, our day retreat for our middle-school 
EDGE students on February 20th. The theme for our EDGE retreat is Mercy. We 
are also excitedly anticipating our annual Summer Mission Trip for our high 
school students June 21st-25th. We are always looking for youth and adult 
volunteers as well as donations for our upcoming mission trip, so if you are 
interested in helping, donating, or would like to be added to the Youth Ministry 
email list, please contact Sara Auciello at sauciello@ihm-ky.org  

 
 

Parish Calendar 
 

Adult Faith:  
Are We Really Christian? 
Wednesdays at 10:40 am in  

Meeting Room #1, Sept.16-Nov. 25 
 

 
 

October 
 

13- Pro Life Mass 7pm 
  
 

 
November 

 
2- All Souls Day 
5- Confirmation 
10- Pre Baptism Class 7pm 
25-29 Thanksgiving Break-No 
 School 
 

 
 

December 
 

5- Youth Group– Cookies With 
 Santa 
8- Feast of the Immaculate  
 Conception-No School 
21- Christmas Break Begins 

 
 
 

January 
 

4- School Resumes 
12- Pre Baptism Class 7pm 
16- 8th Grade TOB retreat 
17- Blood Pressure Screenings 
18- Martin Luther King Day 
 No School 
25-29 Catholic Schools Week 
 

 
 

February 
 

7- Ministry of Acolyte 10:00am 
15- President’s Day– No School 
17- Ash Wednesday 
 

mailto:sauciello@ihm-ky.org
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               VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 
 
Vacation Bible School was held the week of July 20th.  Even with the social issues going on 
today, it was a great success.  We had 58 children attend and our program was very 
exciting. 
 
VBS was co-chaired by Nancy Selby and Janet Wadsworth.  Other members of the core 
team were:  Minda Michels and Julie Gallenstein, who were in charge of the Bible story 
station and did a fantastic job, Peg Wells and Julie Grome who provided the creative 

snacks, Sam Potter, Robin Wells, Bettie Tippett and Brad Whittle who did a great job teaching the children the songs, 
including all the hand motions, Shari Rieselman and Lori Doyle who did a great job with the Imagination Station and the 
Games, Amy Bastraan and Denise Standley who did a fantastic job handling the pre-school class.  Hilda Shields and Judy 
Kirkpatrick were responsible for checking all the children in each night and taking their temperatures to follow the 
guidelines, and to the almost 20 young adults who took care of the children and watched over them.  Special thanks also 
to Lisa Tippett and Sarah Tippett,  who were there to help in any area we needed them. 
 
The program was called “Rocky Railway- Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through”.  What a great program to have during these 
trying times!  The children loved the music, Bible stories, and the Imagination and Game station.  Some of them even 
cried at the end of the week because it was over!  

 
 
On the last night we had a closing program.  Each group had a special song that they had learned 
during the week.  They presented their songs and at the end of the program all the children sang the 
theme song.  Those parents who attended sang along with the children and even did the hand 
motions!  Some of them really got into the music and danced along with the kiddies.  The week 
ended with a treat from Kona Ice.   
 
 
Special thanks to all who volunteered to make the program a success and 
especially to all those who donated monetarily to offset the expenses for 
the program so the parish was able to offer Vacation Bible School at no 
charge to the families who attended. 

 

Special thanks especially to Monsignor Dominic who visited with us almost every night. The 
children were glad to get to meet him.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal of the Diocese of 
Covington has been, and continues to be, a blessed 
expression of our faith, our hope and our mission.  It 
reminds us that when humanity’s need for mercy was 
great, Jesus was there with an enduring love.  He asks us 
now to give of ourselves for others.  Together, with your 
generosity, we can bring about renewal in our community 
and in our Church. 
 
Bishop Foys thanks those who have given to date and asks 
others who have been blessed with good health and 
employment during these challenging times to consider 
making a gift.  If everyone gave something we would easily 
reach out goal.  More information on the 2020 DPAA can 
be found at www.covdio.org.  

 

St. Vincent de Paul Giving Tree 
 

The Giving Tree 
will be set up in 
the gathering 
space by 
Thanksgiving.   
 
 
Please consider 
taking a tag and 
bring a Merry 
Christmas to a 
family in need. 
 

Due to Covid, gifts will be picked up by the families 
on Sunday, December 20th from 2:00-5:00.  If you 
would like to help with this  event, contact Marcia 
Deters at 859-250-4098. 



 

Teaching and Learning During Covid 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Bloom Where You Are Planted! 

 
 Last year, our school theme was S.H.A.P.E. and our 
students reflected on their spiritual abilities, passions, 
personality and experiences that we have been given by 
God to fulfill our mission.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year, we will be exploring how we can live out this 
mission with our 2020-2021 school theme, Bloom 
Where We are Planted.  Students a nd fa culty  
alike will be called to recognize God in our lives and 
those “God moments.”  We will be focused on 
recognizing God’s work in our daily lives.  IHM will 
cultivate the soil for growth in each of our students.  We 
can’t wait to see the many beautiful things that will 
bloom at IHM this year!   

Beginning in March, IHM School and PREP/RAP finished the 
remainder of the 2019-20 school year learning virtually from 
their homes. Parents and students made the best of a difficult 
situation.  Some shared the projects they worked on from home 
while keeping up with their studies.   

Students and teachers have safely and successfully 
returned to in-school learning for the 2020-21 school 
year! 

     
ADORATION OF THE                                     

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
  

Thursdays from 10;45am to 6:45pm 
and First Fridays after the 10am Mass 
until First Saturday before 10am 
Mass. 

Lighthouse Ministries 
CD Collection 

Check out all the current choices on 
the Lighthouse Media rack.  Looking 
for something specific?   IHM 
website  ihm-ky.org   has a link to 
over 200 CD's  listing titles, speakers 
and categories.  Scroll to Catholic 
Faith Raising.    Email Joanne Dugan 
at jodugan66@gmail.com   with your 

choices.  They will be included in the next order.  All 
proceeds go to maintaining this ministry.   

http://ihm-ky.org/
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IHM FESTIVAL 
UPDATE 

Due to Covid-19, the Immaculate Heart of Mary Summer 
Festival had been canceled. We look forward to next year 
when we can enjoy food, games, rides, music, and 
fellowship with our community.  Thank you to all who 
supported the Grand Raffle by purchasing raffle tickets.  
The winners of the 2020 Summer Festival Grand Raffle 
were: 

 
Grand Raffle-Kaycie Lyons 

 
2nd Prize– Mary Holloway 

 
3rd Prize– S. Tierney 

 
 

SHDHS Students Called to “Arise” 
 
"Arise! Shine for your light has come, the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you." Isaiah 60:1 
 
St. Henry District High School’s theme for the 2020-21 school year – “Arise” – comes from Pope Francis’ 2020 World 
Youth Day message in which he invites young people to be missionary disciples, to take a risk and change the world. 
Prophetically, Pope Francis chose this theme prior to the COVID pandemic, virtual learning, facial coverings, social 
distancing, and a heightened awareness of racial inequality. While we do not have an antidote for the virus or quick fixes to 
systematic racism, we are given Hope, Truth, and the Voice of the Spirit that cannot be stifled by a mask. Ultimately, we are 
given new life in Christ by following His command to “ARISE!” 
 
SHDHS Juniors reflect on what this year’s theme means to them: 
 
“For me, Isaiah 60:1 implies a new beginning or a second chance. After COVID-19, I feel that all of us could use a new 
beginning to 'Arise!' not just spiritually, but also physically too. Arise and be examples of God's light in the world through 
our actions. As a student body and faculty, God has shown us His light to be shared with one another. Together, through 
our actions and words, we can share this throughout our school community and the local community outside. Whatever 
may happen this year in our lives, a simple truth remains: all things work for the glory of His plan.”  
 
“This verse from scripture makes me think of the Latin phrase, carpe diem. Both phrases give the idea that your time has 
come, and today is the day to do something.  Whether today is the day someone is going to put their all into their 
schoolwork, teaching, or praise to God.  I think all of us can look at this and take from it that God has given us this day to do 
something with it, especially something good with it.”   
 

We continue to be humbled by the strength and resilience that our faculty, staff, students, 
and parents show daily. Their deep-rooted faith and dedication to Catholic education 
shines as a beacon of hope for our entire community. Yes, the current pandemic has 
presented our school with many unforeseen challenges, but we have grown in ways never 
before imagined and, for that, we give thanks. 

News from St. Henry District High School 
 

Contributed by: SHDHS Campus Ministry Staff 

FAITH-SCHOLARSHIP-ATHLETICS-ARTS-LEADERSHIP 

Find out more about SHDHS at www.shdhs.org or connect with us on Facebook 

 

Seniors Group Update 
 

Due to the current Pandemic 
situation the Seniors Group is 
unable to do their annual drive 
to collect goods and food for 
this years campaign. This year 
they are requesting cash 
donations to be given to the 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
mission church in Campton, KY. 
Checks should be made out to 
IHM Seniors Group and mailed 
to the group’s treasurer or 
dropped off at the church by 
December 4th.  
 
Mailing address: 
Louis Mauro 4083 Nelson 
Lane , Burlington, KY 41005.  
 
Thank you in advance for your 
generosity. 



 
Pro Life News 

 
 
 
As the election draws near,  let us pray for the candidates and all 
elected officials that they may institute  laws that promote the dignity 
of the human person.   
 
                                     ELECTION DAY PRAYER 

 
GRACIOUS AND LOVING GOD, LET YOUR SPIRIT BE WITH ME TODAY. HEAR MY  PRAYERS, AND 
INCREASE IN ME THE WILL TO FOLLOW YOUR SON JESUS. HELP ME TO DRAW ON THE 
RESOURCES OF MY FAITH AS I USE THE OPPORTUNITIES OF OUR DEMOCRACY TO SHAPE A 
SOCIETY MORE RESPECTFUL OF THE LIFE, DIGNITY, AND RIGHTS OF THE HUMAN PERSON, 
ESPECIALLY THE POOR AND VULNERABLE. I ASK THIS THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, YOUR SON, 
WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH YOU IN THE UNITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, ONE GOD FOREVER AND 
EVER. AMEN. 
 
 
Cemetery of the Innocent 
 
The Cemetery for the Innocent  is set up in coordination with  Boy Scout Troop 
727. IHM plants a “field of the innocents” annually and will continue to do so to 
raise awareness of abortion.   The crosses are a visible symbol commemorating 
children lost to abortion.   The crosses will remain on the campus of IHM for 
one month.   I invite all parishioners to pray and reflect on the tragedy of 
abortion.  I would like to thank Mike Wood, Boy Scoutmaster 727 and the boys 
who volunteer their time to coordinate and set up the crosses.   
 
 
Pro -Life Quote 
 
America, your very future as a nation depends on your willingness to protect the Right to Life of the most defenseless 
in your society.”–Pope John Paul II 

 
 
                   CareNet Baby Bottle Campaign 
 
The CareNet Baby Bottle Campaign “Change For Change” began on 
October 3rd and will end Nov 1st.  This is a fun and easy way to 
promote life and support our local pregnancy center!  Your 
participation in this fundraiser will make a huge difference in the 
lives of the unborn, as well as, the women and men who come to the 
center seeking support. The staff at CareNet thank you for your 
generous support!  
 
 
 
 
 
                          Join IHM Saints for LIfe 
 
If you are new to the parish or may be interested in joining our pro-
life group, Saints for Life, please call, text, or join our Saints for Life 
Facebook page: 
 
Julie Gallenstein 
859-393-7549 
Facebook.com/groups/ihmsfl/ 

November 1, 2020 
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Sunday Mass schedule:    Sat- 5:00 pm    Sun- 7:30 am  9:00 am  10:45am  12:30 pm   

Does your parish 
organization have 
a newsworthy 
item?  If so, we 
would love to hear 
about it.   Please 
email  information  
to Emily Freihofer 
at efreihofer@ihm-
ky.org or call the 
parish office at 689
-5010. 

 
BECOMING A MAN  

AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART  

(All Men Welcome Regardless of Prior Participation) 
  

DISCOVER 
-The scriptural v ision of man & the overwhelming                      

 scientific evidence that supports this v ision. 
--How & why  Satan alway s attacks the union of man & 
 woman. 
--The wonderful renewal God is offering to men & their 
 families through the Church. 
—How to live, give, serve &  lead as Catholic men in y our 
 families, at work, in parish, & in social circles. 
  

MEET ING INFORMATION 
Tuesday  Mornings—Beginning September 22nd 
Linnemann Funeral Home—Gathering Room 

1940 Burlington Pike—Burlington, KY   41005 
  

SCHEDULE 
5:45 am– Fellowship 

6:00 am–Presentation 
6:45 am—Small Group Discussion 
7 :15 am—Conclusion 
  

REGIST RATION 
For more information call the church office at (859) 689-
5010 or go to https://www.facebook 
To Immaculate Heart of Mary  Church-Burlington, KY  
  

  

Are Catholics Really Christian? 
 
This is the topic of a popular anti-Catholic tract that you 
find in many places.  Beginning on September 16th, our 
Adult Faith for Life group will look at the claims 
presented in this tract. We will equip ourselves to know 
the truth, and thereby know and be able to explain what 
Catholics truly believe.  Topics for discussion include: 
 
 What is Christianity? 
  

 Catholics as citizens of two countries 
 

 Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone 
 

 Baptism 
 

 Priests, Bishops and Popes 
 

 Papal Infallibility 
 

 The Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
 Anointing of the Sick 
 

 The Eucharist 
 

 The Mass as sacrifice 
 

 Purgatory 
 

 All About Mary 
 

 The Church 
 
Join Deacon Greg on Wednesday mornings at 10:40, 
September 16 through November 25th.  Please register on 
our website:  https://www.ihm-ky.org/faith-for-life. 
 
And, yes, Catholics are really Christian! 


